St. Mary s Rectory }-] l y 

S2S BROAD STREET 

GRIFFITH. INDIANA 

• • * 

Thirty-eight Tears of Progress 
HISTORY 

1921 

Catholic men and women of the Griffith area form a "Catholic 
Social Club" with the object of buying property and otherwise pre¬ 
paring for a Catholic Parish. And the present church property is 
purchased. 

1928 

April 1st - The parish boundaries are established by Bishop 
Noll. They include all of Highland and Griffith; parts of Black 
Oak territory; some families of Punster. 

June 2lith - Father Joseph Suelzer is appointed pastor and 
celebrates the first Mass in Griffith in the Franklin School Gym. 

A combination church-school building is erected and dedi¬ 
cated by Bishop Noll on September 28. 3 teachers; 99 pupils. 

1932 

Father Leo Hildebrandt is appointed pastor. Parish numbers 
83 families. 

19U0 

A fire in the school; loss of $5»000» 

Two new classrooms are built and added to the school; Parish 
numbers 213 families; 197 school children. 

191J. 

December 8th, Black Oak is given a parish and all area North 
of Ridge Road is given to that parish. 

19U2 

Convent enlarged at a cost of $2U»000. 

The community room serving as a temporary classroom. 
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19U6 

I 

Father Weis comes as the first assistant in this parish. 

February 10th, Father Kenneth Seberger, a son of the parish 
is ordained and celebrates his first Mass in our fehurch. 

19U6 

April 1st - Father Al Phillips comes as Assistant Pastor. 

19U6 

The Munster Parish is organized by Father Weis and the families 
living in Munster and some in Highland join that parish. 

19h7 

July 1st - Father Charles Buescher comes as Assistant Pastor. 

19U9 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is established and takes all Cath¬ 
olics living in Highland, some 200 families. Father Alvin Jasin- 
ski is appointed pastor, but makes his home in the Griffith 
rectory. 

19li9 

An addition of four classrooms is added to the school at the 
cost of $29,000. There are 362 families, l£l children in school, 
some of these belonging to Highland. 

Pastor celebrates his silver jubilee as a priest. 

1950 

Pastor takes a three months trip to Europe j brings back the 
Holy Father's blessing. 

1951 

March 1st - Fatiher Andrew Topor cones as Assistant to the pastor. 

1951 

A school addition is begun and £6?,600 is spent on it and on 
remodeling of the old school during this year. 
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1952 , 

i 

July 1st,— Father Mathew Kish comes as Assistant to the pastor. 

1952 

The School addition is completed and £73 > 228 is spent during 
the year on its completion. 

1955 

Father Stephen Vrabely comes as Assistant pastor on March 1st. 

Six Masses on Sundays are unable to accommodate the Sunday 
attendance of parishioners which now number 626 families. 

Fourteen classrooms now serve 625 children. 

1956 

?Tith no improvements having been made to the church since its 
erection as part of the school in 1928, a capital building fund 
campaign is initiated. To liquidate the parish debt and to construct 
a new church. 

1957 

February 28th - The new diocese of Gary is organized with Rev. 
Andrew G. Gmtka as its first Bishop. 

Father John Houlehin cones as Assistant pastor on May 1st. 

Fifteen classrooms serve 715 children. There are 752 families. 

March 11th - Ground is broken for the new church. 

An office addition is added to the rectory. 

June 30th - Corner Stone for the new church is laid by Bishop 
Grutka of the new diocese of Gary. 

Christmas. The first Mass in the new church is celebrated at 
midnight with some 1100 in attendance. 

1958 

April ?th - Dedication of the new church by Bishop Grutka. 
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1959 

Father Bertrand Mattingly cones as Assistant Pastor on April 

t 

1959 

Remodel the old church into three classroons. 


1961 

Convert rectory conference room into classroom. 
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